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Architecture
     Studio projects in the architectural vein 
are the mainstay of the architecture stu-
dent’s educational diet. This selection of 
projects displays my best work, and those 
projects that I have enjoyed the most over 
my years in school. These are the projects 
over the years that have defined my design 
interests, and led me to my current focus 
in my masters thesis project on transpor-
tation design and urban planning.

A bus pulls into the bus lane at the Manhattan 
Transit Hub.
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Architecture

Manhattan Transit Hub

     The premise of this project is that the 
fictitious Manhattan Transit Authority 
(MTA) is in need of a new transfer facil-
ity for the implementation of a new, ex-
tensive bus system to be integrated with 
the national intercity bus network. The 
site for the hub is at the south end of the 
Crosstown Redevelopment, leading to the 
inclusion of an exterior plaza and retail 
spaces in the program.
     The design sets out to achieve a high 
level of transparency in the main hall, al-
lowing the buses themselves to become 
part of the space’s inhabitants. From the 
outside, the main hall provides a subdued 
backdrop on which the activity of the bus-
es plays out, reflected in the large reten-
tion basin to the south of the building.
    The broad sheltering overhangs of the 
roof harken back to the deep eaves of the 
historic depot several blocks away, and 
help lend the building a prairie-style air 
that roots it firmly in the heart of the Flint 
Hills.

1. Interior of transit hall.  2. Plan detail of transit 
hall. 3. Perspective view from Ft. Riley Blvd.
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Architecture

Westloop Branch Library

     This project is again in Manhattan, 
with the premise being that the public li-
brary needs to expand service to the out-
lying suburban areas on the west side of 
the city. Further developing the themes of 
the Transit Hub, this project develops the 
idea of a modern style fitting Manhattan 
to a higher level. Limestone “bookends” 
provide vertical circulation spaces while 
containing the transparent glass main 
reading room. The reading room is pro-
tected from summer sun by a broad roof 
overhang.
     The focus of the fourth year studio 
is the development of construction docu-
ments, and so wall sections and details 
were developed and reviewed as a part of 
the project.

1. First Floor Plan.  2. Interior of Reading Room. 
3. Bookend Wall Section.
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Architecture

House for Travis McGee

     Travis McGee is the creation of the 
mystery writer John MacDonald, first 
appearing in The Deep Blue Goodbye in 
1964. McGee is a private agent, who calls 
himself a “salvage consultant,” tracking 
down people’s lost property or money for 
a cut of the recovered loot. In the nov-
els, he lives on a houseboat in Florida, 
liking to be left alone. In this project, it 
is assumed that after many cases, he has 
acquired enough wealth to build a more 
permanent residence somewhere in the 
swamps.
     The house rests on eight cypress py-
lons, which provide its main structure and 
foundational support. The windows and 
sliding doors are oriented to major views, 
with the living room doors framing the 
sunset. The interior spaces revolve around 
a service core that contains the stairs, the 
bathrooms, and the galley kitchen.
     Overall, a cleanliness and efficiency of 
space is achieved that mimics that of the 
boat he left behind.

1. Exploded Axonometric View.  2. Exterior Per-
spective.
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     Design does not stop beyond the walls 
of a building, or even with its immedi-
ate context. Those who have studied the 
design of buildings can bring unique per-
spectives and skills to the problems of 
regional and urban planning. As thought 
on the principles of sustainability contin-
ues to evolve, it has become clear that the 
scale of urban design is where “green” 
design truly has the most power to pro-
vide change.
     I have been fortunate to broaden my ho-
rizons into the realm of planning, through 
summer jobs with the Community Devel-
opment Department in Jefferson City, and 
through personal interest, leading to the 
formation of my current thesis project.

The massive infill community of Stapleton, Colo-
rado, is a perfect example of New Urbanist plan-
ning principles.

Planning
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Historic Preservation

Capitol Avenue
Architectural Guidelines

     Jefferson City, Missouri, is home to a 
large redevelopment taking place on the 
site of the former Missouri State Peni-
tentiary. This redevelopment is bringing 
revewed interest in the neighborhoods 
adjoining the site, the most historically 
sensitive of which is the Capitol Avenue 
neighborhood. This neighborhood is pop-
ulated with the grand homes of the city’s 
past leaders in business and politics. Many 
of these large houses have already been 
converted to offices, and some have fared 
the transition better than others.
     During my employment with the city’s 
Department of Community Devleopment 
in the summer of 2010, I was tasked with 
creating a guidebook for those wishing to 
renovate these historic homes. The book 
includes basic information on the three 
major architectural styles found within 
the neighborhood, and diagrams that vi-
sually show what constitutes a “bad” or 
“good” addition, depending on the style.

Above: The basics of the Queen Anne style.
Below: Diagram explaining Bad, Good, and Best 
addition types, from left to right.

“ The preservation of this
neighborhood, not just in its bricks 
and shingles and wood beams, but 
in the overall character of its place, 
is highly important.”
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Urban Design

Transport 2050

     Professor Gary Coates has tasked his 
fifth-year studio with developing “Sus-
tainable Manhattan,” a vision for the 
city’s sustainable development to the year 
2050. Having a lifelong interest in trans-
portation technology, and experience with 
urban design issues from my job in Jeffer-
son City, I became the Master Planner and 
Transit Plan Coordinator for the studio.
     Transportation is the skeletal struc-
ture around which all development hap-
pens. As such, the master plan and future 
land uses of the city will depend on the 
transportation choices the city makes in 
the future. Streetcars, even in a small city, 
make sense as a spur for development and 
“green” transit. The maps here show the 
in-progress development of transit cor-
ridors linking Manhattan with the sur-
rounding cities that it is tied to economi-
cally, strengthening the entire region.

1. Wildcat Creek Transit Corridor map.  2. Bird’s 
Eye View of sustainable agricultural development 
along corridor. 2
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Rendering
     Art has been my defining skill for as 
long as I can remember, with my focus 
on art classes in high school dovetailing 
nicely with my architectural education. 
My artistic skills are not just a tool for 
my architectural work, but a passion and 
a hobby. Doing renderings by hand for a 
project is enjoyable for me in and of it-
self, regardless of the content.

The tools of the trade.
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Watercolor

Locomotive No. 7

     When selling my artwork, this painting 
of Black Hills Central RR number 7 has 
been one of the most requested for greet-
ing cards.

1. Locomotive No. 7. 
2. Schmidt Apartments.

Schmidt Apartments

     This painting of the Spanish Reviv-
al style storefront on Jefferson Street in 
downtown Jefferson City was done for 
the Sketch Day high school contest the 
same year the building recieved a historic 
preservation award. The coincidence was 
featured in an article in the local newspa-
per.
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Acrylic

HMS Surprise in Kutali Bay

     Based on a vividly descriptive passage 
from Patrick O’Brian’s series of Aubrey/
Maturin novels, this painting began with a 
sketch and progressed to a major project. 
The HMS Surprise is coming into the fic-
ticious Greek port city of Kutali, and the 
crew can just be made out on deck put-
ting out boats for the trip ashore. A gentle 
breeze wafts the ship toward the anchor-
age, leaving the water, undisturbed, to re-
flect the scene in complete detail.

Adventure awaits Captain Aubrey and Dr. Ste-
phen Maturin in the town of Kutali.
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Printmaking

Impressions of Italy

     Study abroad in Italy allowed me the 
opportunity to expand my artistic skill set, 
through a printmaking workshop class. 
Relief cuts became my favorite method, 
especially reduction cuts that allow mul-
tiple colors to be registered perfectly. The 
images I produced while in the studio are 
some of the most memorable from the en-
tire experience.

1. Aqua Ferrovia.  2. Primavera.  3. Red Arrow.
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Digital

     Digital rendering can take many forms, 
from photorealistic 3ds Max images to 
quick scenes in Sketchup, to combining 
digital and hand-drawn techniques. Here, 
all three methods are shown, demonstrat-
ing the different styles and feels of each.

1. Travis McGee House interior at sunset.  
2. Westloop Library shading study.  3. Poster cre-
ated by adding color to a sketch in Photoshop.
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Sketching
     Another benefit of time in Italy be-
sides picking up printmaking skills was 
the time available for sketching. Sketch-
ing and hand drawing are the focus of the 
Italy program’s studies, and ample time 
was made every day for sketching and ab-
sorbing the experience.
     Sketches are a powerful memory tool, 
and the scenes I sketched are etched for-
ever into my brain. The place, the colors, 
the time of day, and how I was feeling, 
are all locked within the marks upon the 
pages of my sketchbooks.

1. Platform Section, Arezzo.  2. Castiglion Fioren-
tino, seen from the upper end of the valley.  
3. Large shunting locomotive, Arezzo.
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Model Crafting
     Model building is an important part of 
the design process, as the physical reality 
of a model often is the easiest point of ref-
erence for a design review. The process of 
building also deepens the understanding 
of the design, giving feedback that can’t 
be found on the computer screen.
     Model railroading has been a lifelong 
hobby of mine, and has in many ways 
railroad and architectural model skills 
have cross-pollinated with each other, 
leading to advancements in techniques in 
each. Through my interest in model trains, 
building architectural models has become 
one of the more enjoyable aspects of com-
pleting projects.

This sequence of photos shows a narrow gauge 
HO scale locomotive’s progress from concept 
sketch (top left) to finished model (bottom right).
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Poet’s Retreat

     This small house was designed for the 
winner of a ficticious poetry prize, who 
had purchased property on the west shore 
of a lake in the state of Washington. The 
poet’s enjoyment of sailing became the 
basis for this design, with the house actu-
ally pulled out into the water. The model 
was developed to show the differing tex-
tures in the landscape that help create the 
discrete exterior spaces.

1. Plan view of model.  2. View from lakeside.
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Model Crafting
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Email: iantpitts@yahoo.com
itp@ksu.edu

Permanent Address:  6009 N. 7th Avenue
Ozark, MO 65721

Primary Phone: (573) 291-5064

Permanent Phone: (417) 551-4650

Website: architrains.wordpress.com

Contact 

Digital copies of my resume are available on my website.
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